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Neolithic Farming Villages

The growing of crops on a regular basis gave rise to more permanent settlements. Historians refer to these settlements as Neolithic farming villages. Neolithic villages appeared in Europe, India, Egypt, China, and Mesoamerica. The oldest and biggest ones were located in Southwest Asia. The roots of farming began in the areas of present day Turkey and the Middle East about 10,000 years ago.  Two of the earliest settlements are known as Çatal Hüyük and Jericho. 


Jericho

Jericho is located in Palestine near the Dead Sea and began its existence around 8000 B.C. Jericho consisted of about eight to ten acres on which an estimated two to three thousand people lived. It was inhabited by people who depended on collecting wild seeds for their food. It is probable that they did not plant seeds in reality, but owned scythes with flint edges, straight bone handles to harvest wild seeds, and stone mortars with handles for grinding them. Some of these groups lived in caves, while other groups occupied primitive villages excelling in the art of architecture. They started to build round huts from sun-dried bricks. They buried their dead with their jewelry in graves made out of rock.


They also dug out canals using nearby waters to irrigate their lands. They constructed huge walls two meters wide around their villages. In them was a circular tower, nine meters (thirty feet) in diameter, and ten meters high, built for protection. They practiced agriculture, the domestication of animals, and weaving mats, as well as animal hunting. They used spears and flint-capped arrows. They also used hatchets to cut tree branches. These groups had started to expand from their settlements in search of new homes outside their boundaries.

Çatal Hüyük


Çatal Hüyük is located in modern day Turkey, and was even larger than the civilization of Jericho. Its walls enclosed 32 acres, and its population reached at its height around 6,000 inhabitants. People lived in simple mud brick houses built so close to one another that there were few streets. To get to their homes people walked on rooftops and enter through the ceiling.


Their diet consisted of at least twelve products such as fruits, nuts, and three kinds of wheat. People grew their own food and kept it in storerooms in their homes. They also domesticated animals, especially cattle, which produced meat, milk and hides. As a result of this food production, people often had more food than they needed so they created food surpluses. This allowed people to do things other than farming. Some people became artisans. These workers made jewelry and weapons to trade with neighboring peoples. The people of this area also built shrines and temples containing figures of gods and goddesses. This shows that religion itself was growing in Neolithic civilizations. 

1. What makes these two major farming villages different from other villages?

2. List some characteristics of Jericho.

3. List some characteristics of Çatal Hüyük.

