Lesson 3: What sources can be used to study history?
SWBAT

1. Brainstorm reasons why historians are compared to detectives.

2. Explain the ways historians use sources and information to study history.

3. Define a. primary source b. secondary source c. propaganda  d. bias  e. perspective

4. Provide examples of primary sources and secondary sources. 

5. Explain why historians should look for bias in a source?

6. Provide students documents and ask them to analyze them.

Do Now:

1. How do historians research a topic or period in history? 

· Brainstorm 3 ways that they find information.
· Artifacts, evidence, graves, records, research, sources

Notes:

I. Sources

a) Primary Sources

1. First hand accounts of events. Examples: 

i. Diaries and letters
ii. autobiographies

iii. Journals

iv. Art and photos

v. Interviews

vi. Artifacts 

vii. legal records (birth certificates, death certificates, tax records)

b) Secondary Sources

1. Second hand information based on other primary sources and secondary sources. Examples:

· Biographies

· Textbooks

· Encyclopedias 

· Dictionaries

· Handbooks

· Data compilations

· secondary sources often interpret or criticize

II. Analyzing a primary source

1. Some sources contain bias

2. People have different views, points & perspectives

3. When reading you must be skeptical

4. Do not take any writing at face value

5. All information must be cross-checked and compared with other evidence

III. Terms to Know
A. Bias: an unfair preference, one-sided, not objective.

B. Point of View:  the position from which the events of a story seem to be observed and presented to us, based on personal experiences







