Lesson 2: Why do we study social studies?

SWBAT

1. Brainstorm with the student’s reasons why we study the past.

2.  Using the web, dictionary or encyclopedia, define a. History  b. Economics c. Political Science  d. Anthropology

3.  Quote Analysis: Explain the following quotes: 

a. “The farther back you look, the farther forward you are likely to see” Churchill
b. “He who is ignorant of the past repeats the mistakes of the past.” Santayana
4.  Can you think of a specific time when “history has repeated”? Explain.
Notes
1. Analyze the following quotes:

a. “The farther back you look, the farther forward you are likely to see.”—Churchill

b. “He who is ignorant of the past repeats the mistakes of the past”—Santayana
c. “History is the version of the past events that people have decided to agree upon.”---Napoleon
I. History
a) It is the reconstruction & interpretation of the past

b) It is the study of society

c) There are many fields of study involved with history such as:

i. Geography: study of the earth and its features

ii. Sociology: study of origins and development of human society

iii. Archaeology: study of past human life through the examination of artifacts (man made items)

d) The three most important areas of study are political, social and economic

I. Political: refers to government and politics

1. It covers how governments govern the people and how people govern themselves.

II. Social: refers to the way people live, for example their religion, culture and customs.

III. Economic: refers to the goods that people make and sell; what they buy and trade and what they are paid for their work.

II. Historians

a) A historians role is to:

i. Use critical inquiry

ii. Find evidence

iii. Analyze & interpret data

Can you think of a specific time when “history has repeated”?

