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PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT – HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT SHEET

To complete each night’s homework, read the pages in the book you have (identified by the author’s last name) and answer all questions fully.  A dictionary or your book’s glossary can be used to define difficult words.

BOOKS USED AND PAGINATION SYMBOLS:
LC – Consent of the Governed, by Lewinski, Caparro, Clancy, Levine, Nichole

MCO -- American Government, by William A. McClenaghan (1997 EDITION)

MCN -- American Government, by William A. McClenaghan (2002, 2005 EDITIONS)

Lesson 1.  Why do people create governments?



LC 2-5, MCO 2-9, MCN 4-11

1. Interview two adults.  Ask each what roles government plays in their lives.

Explain briefly what each has said.

2. What is the most important role of government?  Why?

Lesson 2.  Is one political system better than another?



LC 9-13, MCO 10-14, MCN 12-17

1. Using a dictionary and the glossary of your text book define:

a) Anarchy  b) democracy  c) republic  d) oligarchy  e) monarchy (limited absolute)  

f) totalitarian dictatorship

2. As government assumes control over more aspects of life, what do you believe happens to person’s liberty?

Lesson 3.  Did democracy exist in colonial America?



LC 15-17, MCO 25-30, MCN 28-33

1. Explain how each advanced freedom of religion:

a) Maryland Act of Toleration

b) Rhode Island Charter

2. How did the trial of John Peter Zenger help establish freedom of the press?

3. How did each increase the role of the people in government:  a) Mayflower compact  b) New England town meeting  c) Power of the purse.

4. Identify two undemocratic features in colonial life.

Lesson 4.  Why did Americans turn to revolution in 1776?



LC 9-21, 42, MCO 30-35, MCN 34-39

1. Using a dictionary, define:  a) revolution  b) petition  c) propaganda

2. Explain how each British act contributed to the outbreak of the American Revolution: a) Stamp act  b) Proclamation Line of 1763  c)  “Boston massacre”  d) “Boston Tea Party”  e) “Intolerable Acts”

3. Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry, Thomas Paine and Paul Revere were revolutionaries.  Assume that you are a colonist who listened to one of these people speak.  In a letter to your bother, explain that person’s ideas and how they have affected you.

Lesson 5.  Why is the Declaration of Independence important in U.S. history?



LC 23-27, MCO 34, MCN 40-43

1. Define:  a) unalienable  b) natural rights  c) tyrant

2. List two reasons why the Second Continental Congress issued the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.

3. According to the Declaration, why did the colonists declare their independence.  (Discuss fully at least two reasons)

4. What do you believe is the most important idea in the Declaration?

Lesson 6.  Was the American Revolution a democratic revolution?



LC 23-27, MCO 36-38, MCN 44-47

1. Define:  a) cause  b) effect

2. Discuss fully two effects of the American Revolution that made the new nation more democratic.

3. Identify two undemocratic features that   remained.

4. In a letter to the editor of your town paper, state whether you believe the American Revolution was or was not a democratic revolution.

Lesson 7.  Should the government under the Articles of Confederation be considered     

 
      a failure?



LC 35-37, MCO 36-38, MCN 44-47, 

1. Define:  a) confederation  b) ordinance  c) rebellion  d) constitution

2. Identify each of the following:

a) Treaty of Paris  b) Northwest Ordinance of 1787

3. Explain fully two problems faced in the new nation between 1783 and 1787.

4. Had you live in 1787, would you have favored replacing the Articles of Confederation with a new constitution?

Lesson 8.  Was compromise important at the constitutional convention?



LC 38-42, MCO 40-46, MCN 48-54

1. Define:  a) issue b) compromise

2. Identify the issue and the agreement reached in each of the following:

a) Great Compromise  b) Three-Fifths Compromise  c) Slave Compromise 

d) Commerce Compromise

3. Explain the meaning of the following statement, “National unity depended upon compromise at the constitutional convention.”

Lesson 9.  Why did the constitution of the United States provide for a federal 

                    system?



LC 44-46, MCO 59, 72-80 MCN 70, 88-95

1. Define:  a) Federalism b) division of powers c) delegated powers d) elastic clause  

e) reserved powers f) concurrent powers g) ex-post facto law.

2. List two powers given to the federal government about which congress can make laws.

3. List two powers given to states about which state legislatures enact laws.

Lesson 10.  Does the system of checks and balance protect us from a dictatorship?



LC 47-49, MCO 54-59, MCN 64-70

1.   Define:  a) separation of powers b) “checks and balances” c) veto  d) police action 

      e) impeach  f) judicial review

2.   List the powers of each of the three branches of the federal government.  Explain one  

      way each limits the powers of the other two.

3.   An example of the system of “checks and balances” working is the Watergate affair.        

      Explain.

Lesson 11.  Why was the Bill of Rights added to the Constitution?



MCO 62-63, 736-738, MCN 76-77, 771-773

1. Define:  a) Amendment b) Bill of Rights c) clause double jeopardy d) due process of law

2. After reading amendment 1 – 8, select the amendment that you believe is the most important.  Explain why you think it was added to the constitution in the years following the American Revolution.

Lesson 12.  Have amendments to the Constitution since 1791 improved our society?



LC 67-71, MCO 738-742, MCN 773-779

1. Explain each of the following amendments to the Constitution and explain how each made our society more democratic:

a) 13  b) 14  c) 15  d) 17  e) 19  f) 26

Lesson 13.  Can common people learn to protect their rights?



LC 66-71, MCO 736-742, MCN 771-779

1. Select two amendments to the constitution that you believe are important in protecting the rights of people against abuses by the city, state and federal government.  For each amendment describe a situation in which you would use that amendment to protect rights.

Lesson 14.  Do we need two houses of congress?


LC 252-257, MCO 235-247, MCN 280, 262-278

1. List the qualifications and terms in office of members of the House of Representatives and Senate.

2. All bills must be approved by a majority vote of both houses, however each house has special powers and responsibilities.  List two special powers of the house and two special powers of the senate.

Lesson 15.  How does a bill become a law?



LC 252-257, MCO 296-307, MCN 334-346

1. Define:  a) bill b) committee c) shelve d) log rolling e) filibuster f) veto  

      g) override

2. A Brooklyn congressman introduces a bill that will provide money for improved equipment for vocational education.  List the steps that it will take for that bill to become a law.

Lesson 16.  How should a congressmen or congresswoman arrive at their decisions?



LC 264-269, MCO 250-251, MCN 280-282

Define:  a) log rolling b) pork barrel legislation c) lobby

1. One congressman says that in voting on bills he will follow his conscience.  A second says he will vote as the people back home want him to.  A third will follow his party leaders.  A fourth will base his decisions upon whatever will allow him to survive politically.  Which would you be?  Why?

Lesson 17.  How should political campaign be financed?



LC 264-269, MCO 222-227, MCN 249-254

1. Define:  a) Political party b) primary c) fund raiser d) PAC (Political Action Committee)

2. “TV has made it more necessary or candidates to be able to raise more money ever than before.”  Explain. 

3. How does the need of Congressmen to raise money affect our government?

4. Give one argument for and one against public funding for political campaigns.

Lesson 18.  Should the way we elect a president be changed?



LC 205-208, MCO 330-347, MCN 368-384

1. Explain the importance of each in the selection of a presidential candidates:  

a) primaries  b) national nominating convention

2. Explain the electoral system by which a president is elected.

3. Discuss on suggestion made to change the electoral system, and explain whether you agree with it.

Lesson 19.  How has television affected presidential Campaigns?



LC 334-335, MCO 198-205, MCN 223-2303

1. How did the TV debate between presidential candidate Kennedy and Nixon in 1960 affect the outcome of that election?

2. Explain two positive and two negative effects of TV on political Campaigns.

Lesson 20.  Does the president of the US exercise too much power?



LC 298-301, MCO 315-321, 353-368, MCN 354-358, 390-408

1. Explain how the president has influenced each:

a) the military  b) foreign policy  c) law making  d) law enforcement  e)  decisions of the Supreme Court

2. Which is his most important power?  Explain.

Lesson 21.  Why have steps been taken to limit presidential power?



LC 226, 273, 300, MCO 364-366, MCN 401-403, 406-407

1. Explain how each has limited presidential power:  a) 22nd Amendment to the

      Constitution b) War Power Act

2. Congress may give the president a “line item veto” (power to cut out specific spending programs from the national budget).  Will that increase or reduce presidential powers?

Lesson 22.  How important is the Judicial Branch of the Federal government?



LC 81, 86-87, MCO 460-465, MCN 506-511

1. Define:  a) jurisdiction b) original jurisdiction c) appellate jurisdiction d) Judicial review

2. Why is the United States Supreme Court more important than any other State or Federal Court in the U.S?

Lesson 23.  Why is the Supreme Courts decision in Marbury vs. Madison so important?



LC 81, 86-87, MCO 472-473, MCN 517-522

1. Using a dictionary or the glossary in your text book define:

a) writ b) writ of mandamus c) “landmark decision”

2. Explain the facts, the arguments and the Supreme Court decision in Marbury vs. Madison.

3. Why is Marshall’s decision in the case called a landmark decision?

Lesson 24.  Why is John Marshall’s decision in McCulloch vs. Maryland important?



LC 231, MCO 271-273, MCN 305-308 

1. Explain the facts, arguments and Supreme Court’s decision in the case of McCulloch vs. Maryland.

2. Why is it important for the U.S. Supreme Court to be able to declare state laws unconstitutional?

Lesson 25.  Why do we study the opinions of Supreme Court Justices?



LC 134, 380-382, MCO 369, 485-489, MCN 409, 532-536

1. Define a) majority opinion b) concurring opinion c) dissenting opinion.

2. What was the case of Korematsu vs. U.S. about?

3. What were Korematsu’s arguments’?

4. What were the arguments of the U.S.?

5. What was the majority opinion?

6. Explain one dissenting opinion.

Lesson 26.  Has the U.S. Supreme Court always been a defender of minority right’s?



LC 117, MCO 550-555, MCN 601-606

1. Define:  a) majority rule b) a minority c) minority rights d) race e) segregation

2. How did the case of Plessy v. Ferguson get to the U.S. Supreme Court?

3. Explain the arguments of each side, and the Supreme Courts decision.

4. How did the Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson in 1896 effect the lives of African Americans?


Lesson 27.  Why did the Supreme Court overturn the “separate but equal doctrine”?



LC 118, 162, MCO 550-559 MCN 601-612

1. How did the case of Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas get to the Supreme Court?

2. What were the arguments of the Browns?  How did Kansas respond?

3. What was the Supreme Court’s decision in the case?

4. Did the court’s decision in the case greatly change American life?


Lesson 28.  Should state laws barring interracial marriage be permitted?



Use the worksheet (Loving v. Virginia)

1. Define:  a) interracial marriage

2. Why did some states in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s make laws that made interracial marriage a crime?

3. Explain the facts, arguments (of each side) and Supreme Court decision in Loving vs. Virginia (1964).

4. Do you agree with the Supreme Courts decision?  Why?

Lesson 29.  Should “affirmative action” be public policy?



LC 118, 491 MCO 555-559, 560, MCN 608-612

1. Define:  a) “Affirmative action” b) reverse discrimination

2. Why were “Affirmative Action” programs introduced by national and state governments in the 1970’s?

3. Explain the facts, arguments and Supreme Court decision in the case of Bakke v. University of Southern California Medical School (1977)


Lesson 30.  Why is the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Roe vs. Wade so Controversial?



MCO 519-520, MCN 566-568

1. Define:  a) fetus b) abortion c) viable

2. Explain the facts, arguments and Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade (1973).

3. This decision has caused one of the most bitter struggles between “pro-choice” and “pro-life” forces

a) Explain the arguments of each side

b) Whose arguments do you believe are stronger.

Lesson 31.  Has the U.S. Supreme Court always been a friend of the American worker?



MCN 537-544



(Use the prepared worksheet)

1. Explain two way’s in which laws have helped American workers.

2. Explain the facts, arguments and U.S. Supreme Court decisions in each of the following Supreme Court cases:

a) Lochner v. New York (1905)

b) Muller v. Oregon (1908)

Lesson 32.  Should prayer be permitted in public schools?



LC 99-101, MCO 490-497, MCN 537-544

1. Explain why some Americans favor prayer in public schools while others strongly oppose it.

2. Explain the facts, arguments and Supreme Court decision in Engel v. Vitale (1962)

Lesson 33.  Should Bible reading be allowed in public schools?



LC 100, MCO 490-497, MCN 537-544

1. Explain the facts, arguments and Supreme Court decision in the case of Abbingon v. Schempp

2. Should Bible reading be allowed in public schools

Lesson 34.  Can limits be placed on how individuals practice their religions?



LC 65, 100, MCO 490-497, MCN 537-544

1. Explain what the “free exercise clause” of Amendment 1 means.

2. Explain the facts, arguments and Supreme Court decision in the case of Reynolds v. U.S. (1879)

3. Was the Supreme Courts decision in the case a correct one?

Lesson 35.  Should parents be able to deny a blood transfusion to their child because of  their religious beliefs?



(Use prepared worksheet)

1. Explain the facts, arguments of each side and decision of the court in case of Wallace v. Labrenz.

2. Explain the decision of the U.S. Supreme Court in Prince v. Massachusetts that was quoted by the Illinois Supreme Court in giving its decision in this case.

3. Do you agree with the court’s decision?

Lesson 36.  Should freedom of speech ever be limited?



LC 702-703, 107-108, MCO 503-505, MCN 551-553

1. Explain the facts, arguments and supreme court decision in the case of Schenck vs. US (1919)

2. In his majority opinion, Justice Oliver Wendel Holmes developed the “Clear and Present Danger” doctrine.  Please explain it.

3. What did you learn in this homework assignment?

Lesson 37.  Should we protect speech that we hate?



LC 107-109 (Use handout)

1. Why do many people oppose ‘free speech’ for Nazis?

2. Explain the facts, arguments and Supreme Court decision in the case of Skokie vs. National Socialist(Nazi) Party (1979).

Lesson 38.  Should burning the American flag be permitted as a form of free speech?



(Use handouts) MCO 503-505, MCN 59, 551-553

1. How do you feel about people burning the flag when they disagree with the government?

2. Explain the facts, arguments, and the U.S. Supreme Court decision in the case of Texas v. Johnson.

Lesson 39.  Does the Constitution protect freedom of speech for students in public schools?



LC 103-393, MCO 498, MCN 559

1. Should teenagers who attend public high schools have a right to “free speech” while in school?

2. Explain the facts, arguments and U.S. Supreme Court decision in the case of Tinker v. Des Monies (1969).

Lesson 40.  Why is the Supreme Court decision in Mapp v. Ohio important?



LC 111, MCO 488-489, 524-425, MCN 573-574

1. What limits does amendment IV place upon the federal government?

2. Explain the facts, arguments and Supreme Court decision in Mapp v. Ohio (1961).

Lesson 41.  Are high school students protected from search by school officials?



LC 111, MCO 467

1. Public schools have a right under the law to assume many of the roles which a parent assumes (loco parentis – in place of the parent) at home.  How do you feel about that?

2. Explain the facts, arguments and Supreme Court decision in New Jersey v. T.L.O. (1985).

Lesson 42.  Does the Constitution give a person the “right to die?”



(Use the worksheet) MCN 799

1. Explain the statement:  “Modern medical technology has helped increase human longevity but has not assured its quality.”

2. Explain the facts arguments and Supreme Court decision in the case of Cruzan v. Missouri (1989).

3. After the decision why did many states enacted laws providing for “living wills”?

Lesson 43.  How important have Supreme Court decisions been in protecting the rights of accused persons?



H 182-184, MCO 527, 533-535, MCN 581-584

1. Explain the facts arguments and Supreme Court decisions in each of the following cases:

a) Gideon v. Wainwright  

b) Miranda Vs. Arizona 

2. Which decision is more important?
Lesson 44.  Why are state governments important?



MCO 631-637, MCN 684-688

1. Recalling your study of the federal system, identify five areas in which law making is left to the states.

2. Using the table of contents in your textbook, locate the appropriate information and answer the following questions:

a) Why do states have constitutions?

b) How important are state constitutions for the average citizen?

Textbooks give general facts about state and local governments.  Living in New York State you should know how New York State Government and New York City Governments work.  By using the Internet, you can be up to date.  In lessons about the state, type in New York State Government and do a search.  Use the official state website and it will take you to links – Governor’s website, Assembly, Senate….

In lessons about New York City, type in New York City Government and do a search.  The official website will list officials and branches of government.

Lesson 45.  How do state government’s run?



MCO 637-642, MCN 694-701

1.  Log on to the Internet.  Type in New York State Government.  The official New York State website will direct you to the following:  Governor, State Assembly, State Senate, Lieutenant Governor, Comptroller, and Attorney General.  Go to the website of each, explain what the role of each is and what the concerns of each official body or body of lawmakers is today.
Lesson 46.  Does the power to license and tax give states their real power?



MCO 667-671, MCN 739-744

1.  Log on to the Internet and type in New York State taxes.  Follow the links and briefly describe five different taxes imposed by states on their own people.

2.  Using the Internet, type in New York State licenses.  Make a list of at least five licenses that states issue to common citizens and members of different professions.

Lesson 47.  Why is it important to be aware of how state courts operate?

MCO 672-681, 702-712

Using the Internet, locate, list and describe the functions of different New York State Courts.

Lesson 48.  How does New York City government operate?

1. New York State has given New York City and other major cities in the state “home rule.”  What does it mean?

2. Log on to the Internet.  Type in New York City Government.  On the official website (left hand column) you will see a listing of city officials and law making bodies.  Click on each (for example the mayor, city council, ombudsman).  Identify the branches of the city government and explain what each does.

Lesson 49.  Is conflict between the mayor and city council inevitable?

1. Explain haw the city council is constructed and explain its importance.

2. Explain why conflict between Gifford Miller (City Council President) and Mayor Bloomberg arose over the recent city budget.

3. Explain the following statement, “The mayor and city council depend upon the state for much of their power.”  
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