Chapter 29

The Russian Empire in Europe and Asia

MULTIPLE CHOICE

3. In the 1230s the old Russian capital of Kiev was overrun by the

a. Byzantines.

b. Ottoman Turks.

c. Mongols.  
d. Vikings.

e. Poles.

5. Under Ivan III the center of the expanding Russian state was

a. Moscow.  
b. Kiev.

c. Astrakhan.

d. Archangel.

e. St. Petersburg.
7. The cossacks were

a. the special paramilitary troops that formed the heart of Peter the Great’s military reforms.

b. Russian holy men who followed the Old Belief.

c. the traditional ruling aristocracy of Russia that proved very conservative in their thinking.

d. the Russian equivalent of the Ottoman janissaries.

e. peasants that Ivan III sent into recently conquered lands. 
8. For most of Russian history the main political, religious, and cultural influence came from

a. Byzantium.  
b. the Ottoman empire.

c. Rome.

d. Sweden.

e. France.

9. Which of the following was not one of the steps that Ivan III used in an attempt to carry on the legacy of Byzantium?

a. marry Sophia Palaeologus, the niece of the last Byzantine emperor.

b. adopt Roman Catholicism.  
c. adopt the pomp and ceremony of the Byzantine court.

d. take the title tsar.

e. make the double-headed eagle the symbol of authority.

10. In the days after the fall of Constantinople, many Russians viewed what city as the “third Rome”?

a. Astrakhan.

b. Moscow.  
c. St. Petersburg.

d. Istanbul.

e. Kiev.

11. In the opinion of Ivan IV, the chief obstacle to imperial centralization was or were

a. the Russian Orthodox church.

b. the boyars.  
c. the uneducated Russian peasants.

d. Ivan III.

e. the Roman Catholic church.

12. In an effort to facilitate his policy of centralization, Ivan IV chose a new aristocracy called the

a. boyars.

b. oprichniki.  
c. assemblies of the land.

d. daimyo.

e. avvakum.

15. The bloody “time of troubles” followed shortly after the death of

a. Ivan IV.  
b. Ivan III.

c. Fedor II.

d. Peter I.

e. Catherine II.

16. By the end of Ivan IV’s reign,

a. his slow, moderate reforms led to more than a century of stability.

b. Russia was well on the way to a constitutional framework of government.

c. Russia was infused with the liberal thoughts of the French Enlightenment.

d. opposition to Russian autocracy had been eliminated.  
e. his free trade agreement with Byzantium had brought fabulous wealth to Russia.

17. Who started a dynasty in 1610 that lasted until the twentieth century?

a. Mikhail Romanov.  
b. Peter the Great.

c. Frederick the Great.

d. Catherine the Great.

e. Ivan the Terrible.

19. The term westernization is most associated with what tsar?

a. Avvakum.

b. Catherine the Great.

c. Mikhail Romanov.

d. Ivan the Great.

e. Peter the Great.  
20. Peter the Great drew most of his inspiration for reforming Russia from

a. China.

b. western Europe.  
c. the United States.

d. India.

e. Byzantium.

22. Which of the following was not a part of Peter the Great’s policy of westernization?

a. creating a more modern army.

b. political liberalization.  
c. sending Russians to western Europe for education.

d. encouraging men to shave their beards.

e. bureaucratic reform.

23. Peter the Great’s “window  to the west” was

a. Moscow.

b. Paris.

c. Astrakhan.

d. St. Petersburg.  
e. Novgorod.

25. Catherine the Great came to the Russian throne

a. because she was the daughter of Peter the Great.

b. by conspiring with the Russian  nobles to displace her feeble husband.  
c. by marrying Peter the Great.

d. by leading an invading army and overthrowing the ineffectual Fedor II.

e. after being the mistress of Ivan the Terrible for more than twenty years.

26. In the Charter of the Nobility, Catherine the Great

a. spelled out the rights and obligations of the nobility.  
b. gave into the noble demand for the establishment of semiautonomous regions in Russia.

c. dramatically reduced noble authority as part of her democratic reforms.

d. angered the nobles by freeing the Russian peasants.

e. took actions every bit as bloody as those of Ivan the Terrible.

28. Catherine the Great thought of herself as

a. an elected official.

b. an absolute monarch.

c. an enlightened despot.  
d. the Russian equivalent of the son of heaven.

e. a German princess.

29. The event that essentially ended Catherine’s attempts at reform was

a. the Great Northern War.

b. the “time of troubles.”

c. the English Civil War.

d. Pugachev’s rebellion.  
e. the Old Beliefs schism.

36. In regard to gender relations, Russian women

a. achieved complete equality during the reign of Catherine the Great.

b. had tremendous power because of the ancient Russian tradition of matrilineal inheritance.

c. retained control of their dowries after marriage and thus had a measure of financial independence.  
d. had more political and intellectual freedom than their English or French counterparts did.

e. had absolutely no financial independence at all.

37. The law code of 1649

a. removed all social distinctions inside Russian society.

b. freed the serfs.

c. established a lower house in the Russian legislature for peasant representatives.

d. introduced slavery as an alternative to serfdom.

e. allowed Russian lords to sell serfs as if they were private property.  
38. In an effort to strengthen tsarist authority, Catherine the Great

a. made a deal by which the nobles could treat the peasants however they wanted.  
b. was forced to destroy the Russian nobles as a class.

c. dramatically reshaped the Russian political system to copy that of the French.

d. invited in Ottoman troops to replace the disloyal Russian army.

e. cancelled the traditional parliamentary elections.

40. In 1721 an imperial decree from Peter the Great

a. granted political and social equality to Russian Jews.

b. created the oprichniki.

c. freed the serfs.

d. empowered factory owners to buy serfs to work in their factories.  
e. sold Alaska to the Americans.

43. The great seventeenth-century religious schism in Russia

a. in the end made the Russian Orthodox church more independent from the tsar’s control.

b. left the Russian Orthodox church even more under the control of the tsar.  
c. moved the Russian church closer to Protestantism.

d. led to the dissolution of the Russian Orthodox church and its replacement by the Greek church.

e. opened the door for a resurgence of Roman Catholicism in Russia.

IDENTIFICATION QUESTION

Students should be able to describe the following key terms, concepts, individuals, and places, and explain their significance.

Terms and Concepts

45. Russian Orthodox church

46. Romanov dynasty

47. Cossacks

48. “third Rome”

49. Boyars

50. Oprichniki

51.  “time of troubles”

52. “window on the west”

53. Partitions of Poland

54. Pugachev’s rebellion

People

55. Ivan III

56. Ivan IV the Terrible

57. Peter I the Great

58. Mikhail Romanov

59. Catherine II the Great

60. Emelian Pugachev
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