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The Prague Spring

In 1968 Dubcek, the new leader of Czechoslovakia carried a reform movement in the direction of liberalism. Censorship was lifted. The media--press, radio, and television--were mobilized for reformist propaganda purposes. The movement wanted to democratize socialism in Czechoslovakia in the spring of 1968. The National Front and the electoral system were to be democratized, and Czechoslovakia was to be federalized. Freedom of assembly and expression would be guaranteed in constitutional law. The New Economic Model was to be implemented. The reform movement, which rejected Stalinism as the road to communism, remained committed to communism as a goal.

The Soviet leadership was alarmed. In mid-July a Warsaw Pact conference was held without Czechoslovak participation. The Warsaw Pact nations drafted a letter and Dubcek requested bilateral talks with the Soviet Union. These talks eventually turned to occupation. The Soviets and other Warsaw Pact nations invaded Czechoslovakia and arrested Dubcek. The Prague Spring refers to the invasion of Czechoslovakia by the Soviets.

The Indian Ocean Trade Network

The Indian Ocean trade network spans from east coast of Africa through Middle East to western and eastern India and then on through Burma to the different islands of Southeast Asian region. It is a vast trade network that has witnessed thriving trade since the ancient times. This trade in the earlier times took place in the form of coastal trade between different centers of trade. For example, the Indus valley people had good trade relations with the Sumerian and Mesopotamian civilizations. This trade network was equally important to Europe even before the Suez Canal came into existence. Usually the goods from the East would be carried via the Arab merchants either through the Red Sea route overland to Nile or through Persian Gulf via Syria and Black Sea. The direct European ships that came to this region came round the Cape of Good Hope in the southern tip of Africa. 

The east coast of Africa can be classified into four regions. These regions contained the trading cities of Mogadishu which traded sugarcane and cotton; Mombassa which exported fruits, yams, and rice; Sofala which traded gold; and Kilwa which also traded gold. From Red Sea region to Persian Gulf, are situated some of the important trading centers off the Yemen coast which traded coffee. These cities were complimented by major trading cities in Southeast Asia, India and the Middle East.

The trading centers were generally under the control of powerful rulers. During the medieval and early modern times it included regimes like the Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughals etc. Most of these centers specialized in certain specific products that were indigenous to them. An interesting dimension was that in these trade centers, most often there were settlements of foreign traders from different kingdoms and different regions. This eventually started a competition between European countries over control.

The Indian Ocean trade network was not isolated to the world. This network was connected to other parts of the world like Europe and America and also China and Far East. Consequently, the market forces generated in these other regions also influenced trade network of Indian Ocean. On the east, Indian and Arab merchants would go as far as China. A consequence of the impact of the wider world was that new products like potato, corn, pineapple and many other goods were introduced in this region.

The Indian Ocean trade that had its origin in the ancient times before the Common Era became full fledged by the nineteenth century. Over these centuries it was influenced by multiple factors, though in later times, the two most important impacts on this trade network were firstly the entry of monopolistic Europeans trading companies via the Cape of Good Hope, and secondly when the Suez Canal came to open a shorter route between Europe and this region.

